
Reading at SMP



More than any other subject, English – and especially reading – gives pupils 
access to the rest of the curriculum and is fundamental to their educational 
success. This is why the introduction to the national curriculum says: ‘Fluency in 
the English language is an essential foundation for success in all subjects’.

But English is so much more than the gateway to success in other curriculum 
subjects. Through studying literature, pupils’ eyes are opened to the human 
experience; they explore meaning and ambiguity as well as the beauty and 
power of language. English also has a strong creative and expressive 
dimension.



Inspiring a love of reading

● Librarians
● Reading leaders in the playground
● Book Fair
● Book corners
● Parent workshops
● Stay and read sessions in the Nursery
● World Book Day- extreme reading competition
● Readathon
● Curriculum overall is very rich in high quality texts



Curriculum

● We have a very robust reading curriculum at our school

● Each child begins their reading journey with the Foundation Stage of phonics 
where they learn: nursery rhymes, oral blending, phonemic awareness 
games, a general ‘love of reading’ through lots of storytelling



Curriculum

● Our children then move into Reception where they begin learning 
grapheme/phoneme representations of Phase 2 and 3 sounds and then move 
onto Phase 4 in the summer term. Tricky words are introduced each lesson in 
Reception also.

● The biggest focus in the autumn term is to get the children to blend. Once they 
can blend they can begin to access books past the ‘wordless’ ones from the 
Foundation Stage

● Phonics happens once in the morning, and currently is happening in the afternoon 
also- this has come from our assessments of the children in autumn 1.

● Keep Up sessions happen for those pupils identified as needing additional support 
in phonics



Curriculum
● The progression has been organised so that children are taught from the simple to 

more complex GPCs, as well as taking into account the frequency of their 
occurrence in the most commonly encountered words. All the graphemes taught 
are practised in words, sentences, and later on, in fully decodable books



Curriculum

● Year 1 continue using Little Wandle for their phonics lessons.
● They begin the year with a review of Phase 3/4 GPCs and words
● Move swiftly onto Phase 5 GPCs



Curriculum

Reading sessions:

● In Reception and Year 1 LW Reading Sessions take place 3 times a week- 
with an adult needed to run each group

1. Decoding
2. Prosody
3. Comprehension



Curriculum

Year 2

● Year 2 pupils begin the year with a review of Phase 5 sounds- all children 
are either finishing up the phase 5 books or still on lower phases

● Fluency assessment is done in Week 5 
● Those ready will begin whole class reading- Destination Reader- like the 

rest of the Juniors
● Those not ready will still use the LW books- with the hope that everyone 

will move to doing DR as quickly as possible
● Alongside this, Year 2 also do the LW spelling programme ‘Bridge to 

Spelling’



Curriculum
Rapid Catch up (7+ books)

● We run the intervention programme ‘Rapid Catch Up’ for pupils in Year 2 
and above working at or below a Phase 5 reading level

● Run by our amazing support staff team
● New children are assessed upon entry to our school and it is determined if 

they need this intervention
● Children leave this intervention when their fluency is at a rate of 90 wpm- 

this is the optimum rate for comprehension of the text. There is a fluency 
assessment for this.

● Children are assessed by the reading lead every 4 weeks- book levels are 
determined from these assessments.

● Monday- Weds: phonics sessions
● Weds-Thurs: reading sessions (run in the same way as Rec/Y1)



Curriculum

● For some of our pupils, the RC programme is too speedy so they benefit 
from using the SEND planning and resources

● The resources are larger and have a sensory element to them.
● The pace is adapted to suit their needs



Little Wandle planning



Curriculum
Years 2-6 Destination Reader

● We do whole class reading using DR
● There are at least 4 sessions every week, with the last session being a 

‘Big Picture’ ie. comprehension session
● 1 reading focus each week from: clarifying, evaluating, making 

connections, questioning, summarising
● Each lesson starts off with a reminder of the focus, pre-teach of vocab 

and then a model read by the teacher
● During the model read teachers are modelling fluency and prosody
● Children then have time to read with a partner
● Each lesson ends with a ‘selfie’ task based off of the focus of the lesson.



Assessment
● Reception and Year 1 LW assessments take place in the 6th week of each 

half term and are done by the class teachers. This is entered into the LW 
system and this gives us an analysis of any gaps and which book level the 
children are on

● LW Rapid Catch Up assessments are every 4 weeks and carried out by me
● LW Keep up Sessions: assessments happen every 2 weeks by the teacher 
● LW SEND assessments are every 5 weeks and carried out by me
● Year 2 fluency assessments- ongoing- children moving into DR once they are 

ready
● Years 2 and 6 use SATs papers to assess reading half termly (summative)
● Years 3-5 use NFER assessments termly (summative)
● Teachers listen to all children read each week (formative) in any subject
● Selfie tasks and weekly comprehensions (formative)


